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cela il faut etre jeune,"  he added with  a  sigh ; " et moi, je suis vieux !"
However, on March 18th, 1848, a letter written by him appeared in the Constitutionnel, in which he stated that he would stand as   deputy if requested to do  so.*    In  consequence, the  "Club de  la  Fraternite   Universelle" wrote   to   inform him that his name had been put on the list  of candidates for election, and invited him to explain his   political  views  at  a  meeting   of  the   Club. In   the   Constitutionnd   of   April    19th    Balzac answered this request by refusing  to  go to the meeting, and at the same  time announced that he had no  intention  of  canvassing,   and wished to owe his election solely to votes not asked for, but given voluntarily.    He further commented on the fact  that  from  1789   to   1848   France   had changed its  constitution every fifteen years, and asked if it were not time, " for the honour of our country, to find, to found, a form, an empire, a durable government; so that our prosperity, our commerce,  our  arts,  which  are the  life  of   our commerce,   the  credit,   the   glory,   in   short,   all the fortune  of France, shall not  be  periodically jeopardised ?"
Naturally, these uncompromising views did not meet with favour from the " citoyens membres du Club de la Fraternit^ Universelle," and Balzac was not elected a member of the Assemblee Nationale.
* " Honore de Balzac/' by Edmond Eire.